10.
H, IIEPI IIOIHTIKHS 'EPMHNEIAS.
ON THE IMPERFECTION OF POETRY AND OF CRITICISM
WITHOUT PHILOSOPHY.
As Serranus, and (I tliink) every commentator after him, has read this dialogue with a grave countenance, and understood it in a literal sense, though it is throughout a very apparent and continued irony ; it is no wonder if such persons, as trust to their accounts of it, find it a very silly and frivolous thing. Yet under that irony, doubtless, there is concealed a serious meaning, which makes a part of Plato's great design, a
NOTES ON THE GREEK T1CXT.
Plat. Op. Sen-ani, Vol. 1. p. 530.
P. 530. AavcA^Tueia.] Pausanias, iu his description of the temple of jEsculapius near Epidanrus, speaks of the adjoining stadium and theatre, where these games were celebrated during the festival of the deity. L. 2. p. 174.
Ib. AXXots HOOTCH?.] The Rhapsodi sung, iu the theatres, not only the poems of Homer, but those also (V. de Legib. L. 2. p. 658.) of Hcsiocl, Archilochus, Mimncrmus, and Phoc.ylid<\s, the lanibicks of Simonidcs, &c. (see Atheiuxjus, L. M-. p. (520.) and even the history of Herodotus.